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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresp ondon^add^. 

of me Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 5 December 2003 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 16-21 and 23-25. 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. m Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)[x] All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. H Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage appl.cat,on from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

sD^oSS 

Reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS { as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Draw.ng Review ( PTO-948) attached 
1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed. which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawinfls in the front (not the back) of 
Sacr! IK. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the margin accordmg to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

q n DFPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

REQUIREMENT FOR P THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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Paper No. 

4D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 
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6D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/089,586 Pa S e 2 

Art Unit: 1755 

DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 16-21 and 23-25 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art fail to disclose or suggest a biologically-degradable or bio-soluble glass fiber 
having the composition as recited in the instant claims, which comprises S0 3 as a required 
element to improve the biological degradability. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth A. Bolden whose telephone number is 571-272-1363. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am-7:00 pm with alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Mark L. Bell can be reached on 571-272-1362. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2693. 

EAB 

6 January 2004 DAVID SAMPLE 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 




